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History of NHS and NJHS


Edward Rynearson, principal of Fifth Avenue High School in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is considered the founder of the National Honor Society.  In 1919 he supported a proposal created by another principal, J.G. Masters of Central High School in Omaha, Nebraska to start an honor society.  Masters made his proposal at the annual convention of the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP).  He and many others attending this particular convention were concerned about the growing movement to emphasize athletic and strictly academic activities.  This emphasis was often regarded as detrimental to programs designed to stimulate leadership and character.  There wasn’t a national organization whose objectives were to create an enthusiasm to scholarship, to stimulate a desire to render service, to promote worthy leadership and to encourage the development of character among the nation’s secondary school students.


Today the National Honor Society (NHS) and the National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) are the nation’s premier organizations recognizing outstanding high school and middle school students who demonstrate excellence in the areas of scholarship, leadership, service and character.  NHS and NJHS are proudly sponsored by the NASSP and since 1921 has been the preeminent organization and national voice for high school and middle school leaders with over 16,000 NHS chapters and 6,000 NJHS chapters around the United States.











